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Multa putans, fortemque animo miferatus iniquam. — Virg. 
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oth thai “gr N’Compaifion to thofe gloomy Mortals, who 
‘or there; .. bytheir Unbelief are rendered incapable of feel- 
‘récom-e ing thofe Impreffions of Joy and Hope, whieh 
the Celebration of the Iate glorious Feftival na- 
turally leaves on the Mind of a Chriftian, I fhall 
in this Paper endeavour to evince that there are 
Grounds to expect a future Staté, without fuppo- 
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i> ing in the Reader any Faithatall, not even the 
cant, Wg liet of a Deity. Let the molt ftedfa(t Unbeliever 
* “B® open his Eyes, and take a Survey of the fenfible 
si DEM World, and then fay if there be not a Connexion, 
“ae an Adjuftment, an exaé and conftan@Order difco- 
"BM verable in all the Parts. of it.. Whatever be the 
¢. iy Caufe, the thing it felf is evident to all our Facul- . 


ties. Look into the Animal Syftem, the Paffions, 
Senfes, and locomotive Powers ; is.not the like 
Contrivance and Propriety obfervable in thefe too? 
Ate they not fitted to:certain Ends, and are they not 
by ‘Nature dire&ed to proper Objeéts * 


Is it poffible then that the {malleft Bodies thould, 
by a Management fuperiour to the Wit of Man, bedi- 
‘fpofedin the moft excellent manner agreeable to their 
refpetiveNatures ; and yetthe Spirits ar Souls of Men 


| of Man’s Underftanding ? ‘Shall ‘every other. Paffion 
‘be rightly placed by Nature, and ‘hall that Appetite 
of Immortality raturalto all Mankind be alone 


indaftrious Application of the inferior Animal Powers 
_@ in the meaneft Vocations be anfwered by the Ends 

} We propofe, and fhall not the generous Efforts of 
a virtuous Mind be rewarded ? In a Word, Shall 
the Corporeal World be all Order and Harmony, 
the Intelleétual Difcord and Confafion ? He who 
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be negleéted, or managed by fuch Rules as fall fhort - 


iifplaced, or defigned to be fraftrated ? Shall the - 


is Bigot enough to believe thefe things, mult bid 
adieu Co tbat natural. Rule, of Reaforing from 
Analogy; mutt ran counter to that Maxim of com 
amon Senfe, That Men onght to form their Fudgments 
of things unexperienced from what they have exper 
rienced, “44 


If _ thing looks like a Recompence of cala- 
jnitous Virtue on this Side the Grave, it is either an 
‘Affarance that thereby we obtain the Favour and 

see od Heaven, . and fhall, whatever hefals 
“Us in this, Tranother Life.meet with a juft Return ; 
or: elfe- that: Applanfe and Reputation, which is 
‘thought to attend virmmous AGtions. The former of 
thefe our Free-T binkers, out of their fingular Wifdom 
and Benevoleiite to. Mankind, endeavour to erafé 
from the Minds of Men, The Jatter can never be 
joftly diftributed: in. this Life, where fo: many iH 
A@ions are reputable, .and fo many good AGions 
difefteemed Or, mifin ‘preted ¢ where fubtle Hypo- 
crify is placed:ta the moft engaging Light, and mo- 


- deft Virtde Hes Concealed ; where the and the 
Sout ate hid: from th@Eves of Men, and the Eyes 
“of: Men ace'dimmed and vitiated.” Plate’s Setife in 


relation to this Poiut is contained inghis Gorgias, 
‘where he introduces. Suctates {peaking after this 
manner. ye ; . 


© Jt was im the Reign of Saturn provided by 2 
© Law, whith the Gods have continaed down 
* to this time, That they who had lived virtuoufly 
¢ and pioufly upon Earth, thould after Death enjoy 
Bs me fall of Happinefs,- in. certain. |Gands 
‘pointed for. the Habitation of she Biefh es 
’ © that fach as had lived wicked!z tho i: a th 
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‘ Receptacie of Damned Sovis, named Fartarus, 
there to fuffer the Punifhments they deferved. 
But in ali the Reign of Satur#, and in the Be- 
ginning of the Reiga of Jove, living Judges were 
appoiined, by°whom each Perfon: was judged 
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was to’die.. “The Confequence of Which Was that 
they often pafied wrong Judgments. Pluto, there- 
fore,‘ who prefided in Zartarus, and the Guardians 
of the Bleffed Iflands, finding that on either fide 
many unfit Perfons were fent to their re{pective 
Dominions, complain’d to Fove, who promifed to 
redrefs the Evil. He added, the reafon of thefe 
unjuft Proceedings are that Men are i in the 
Body. ‘Hence mary conceal the Blemifhes and 
imperfe@tions of ‘their, Minds -by Beauty, . Birth 
and Riches; not to: mention, that at the time of 
Tryal there are Crowds of Witneffes to attelt their 
having lived well. Thefe things miflead the 
Judges, -who being themfelves alfo of the number 
of the Living, are furrounded each with his own 
Body, as with a Veil thrown over his Mind. For 
the future, therefore, it is my Intention that Men 
do not come on their Tryal till after Death, 
when they fhall appear before. the Judge, 
difrobed of al} their Corporeal Ornaments. The 
Judge himfelf too fhall be a pure unveiled Spirit, 
beholding the very Soul, the naked Soul of the 
Party beforehim. With this View | have already 
conttitated ‘my Sons, ‘Afinos and Rhadamunthus, 
Judges, who. are..Natives of Afia;-and eacas, 
a Native of Ewtope. ~Thefe,. after Death, hall 
hold their Court in acertain Meadow, from which 
there are two Roads, leading. the one to Zartaras, 
* the other to the Iflands of #be Bleffed. 


From this, as’ from numberlef> other Paflages of 
his Writings, may be feen Péato’s Opinion of a future 
State. A thing therefore in regard to us fo com- 
fortable, in it felf {6 juft and.excellent, a thing fo 
agreeable to the Analogy of Nature, and fo univer- 
faily credited.by all Orders and-Ranks ,of Men, of- 
all: Nations and Ages,. what is it that fhoukt move 
a few Mento reje&t? Surely there mutt befomething 
Gf. prejudide’-in the cafe. 1 appeal'to the fecret 
Thougt® Of a Free-thinker, if he does not argue 
Withia-hifnfelf after this manner: The Senfes and 
Facukies | enjoy at prefent are vifibly defigned to 
repair, or preferve the Body fromthe Injuries. it is 
liable to in its prefent Circumftances. But in an E- 
ternal State, where no Decays: are to: be repaired, 
no outward Injuries to We fenced again{t, where 
theré are no Flefiand Bones, Nerves or Biood-Vef- 
fels, there will certainly be none of ‘the Senfes ; and 
that there fhould be a State of, Life without the Senfes 
is inconceivable? 
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" But as this mannér of Reafoning proceeds from a 
Poverty of Imagination, and.Narrownefs of Soul in 


imMis Life-tine, in the fame Day on which, he » 


4 i 
thofe that ufe it, Thall endeavor to remedy thofe 
defeéts, and open their Views, by laying before them 
a cafe which, being naturally poffible, may perhaps 
reconcile them: to the belief of what is fupernatu- 
fally revealed.” = a te 


Birth, who béing grown to Man’s Eftate, is by the 
Dead Palfie, or fome other Caufe, deprived of his 
Feeling, Tafting, and Smelling ; andat the fame time 
has the impediment of his Hearing removed, and the 
Film taken trom his Eyes : What the five Senfes are 
to us, thatthe Touch, Tafte and Smell were to him. 
And any other ways of Perception of a more re- 
fined and eéxtenfive Nature were fo him as incon- 
ceivable, as to us thofe are which will one Day be 
adapted to pérceive thofe things which’ Eve. bath sot 
feen, nor Ear heard, neither bath it entered into the 
Heart of Man to conceive. And it would be’ juft 
as reafonable in him to conclude, that the lofs of 
thofe three Senfes could not poffibly be fucceeded 
by any new Inlets of Perception; as in a Modern 


Free-thinker to imagine there can be no State of | 


Life and Perception without the Senfes he enjoys at 
refent. Let us further fuppofe the fame Perfon’s 
yes, at their firft opening, to be ftruck witha great 

variety of the moft gay and pleafing Obje&s, and his 

Ears with a melodious Confort of Vocal and Inftru- 

mental Mufick Behold him amazed, ravithed,. 

tranfported;: and. you have fome fe a es. 
tion, fome 9 and glimmering Idea of theexitat 

State of the Soul in that Article in which the ‘¢- 

merges from this Sepulchre of Fiehh into Life anid 

Immortality. “is 3 arid 


N. 'B. Jt bas been obferved iy the Chitions; that 
a certain ingenious Foreigner, who bas publifoed man 
exemplary Fefts for the ufe of Perfous iz the. Artic, 
of Death, was very much out of Humour iv a late Fit 
of Sicknefs till he mas in a fair way of Recovery, . 
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The Tories defeated: Or, The Dofor almoft 2 
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